tion, the tongue, deprived of the wall against which it presses in the different modifications of the external opening for sound, is not able sufficiently to compress itself or lessen the cavity of the mouth whereby these modifications are produced, and so causes the pronunciation to be thick and obscure; especially in the quick changes that are necessary in singing or public speaking.
Until within the last fifty years, we may fairly say, that the construction of artificial teeth was not at all understood. I
shall not, however, give any history of the past in this matter; but merely describe the present methods, in order that I may be more clearly understood when treating of my improvements.
They were originally made in a most rude and uncouth fashion; there was scarcely any attempt, in many instances, to imitate nature even in shape. Forgetful entirely of utility?the truly essential point in their construction, the desideratum of all good dentists?they seemed rather intended to fill the mouth than to aid in mastication.
Previously to that period, the frames and sockets were constructed of the same material as at present, with natural or bone teeth fitted to them. These plates were either tied into the mouth with ligatures of silk or silver wire, or clasps were placed in such a manner as to clip the other teeth. I need not say how detrimental such a mode of proceeding must have been, if not performed with the greatest precision and delicacy. I have even in my time seen teeth cut through by the pressure of such bands of support. Thanks to many of the enlightened practitioners of the present day, these methods are either exploded or performed much more accurately.
There is no one method that can, as a general rule, be laid down for the construction of artificial teeth. The plan adopted must depend on the peculiarities of the case; but, with all improvements, there are defects of great magnitude still existing, both in the method of construction and in the materials employed. I and many other causes. In these cases the best model is obtained that it is possible to procure, and any imperfection that may exist in it allowed for to the best of the skill of the operator in the next process, which is that of producing a cast of the mouth from the wax model. This is done by throwing plaster of paris into it, and, on removing the wax, there remains its exact counterpart, which from a good impression, is a fac-simile of the surface to be fitted. But it does not wear the same in all mouths, yet in none have I found the slightest ill effects. On the contrary, the mouths of patients having gutta percha palates are so little inconvenienced by it, that after it is removed, it is impossible, upon examination, to tell that any artificial work had been there. This is not the case even with bone; and with gold worn for any length of time, a distinct mark is left upon the gum, the whole of the surface covered by the plate being a darker red than the rest. This is, perhaps, no very great defect; but I mention it as a proof of the inoffensive nature of gutta percha, in the use of which substance, it never happens. Bone worn in the mouth sooner or later decays, and in so doing, becomes black, soft and offensive, and must be replaced, the whole structure being useless. When durability therefore is a matter of consequence, gold must be employed instead; as it is in all cases more or less. No two cases fit the mouth equally comfortably and well; and nothing is more annoying, after a'set of teeth have become comfortable and the mouth accustomed to them, than to find from decay that they are worn out and a new set requisite, which, like new shoes on tender feet, must be worn some time before they are easy. These defects do not exist with gutta percha; it does not decay in the mouth, and, if it did, it would not be accompanied by the same disagreeable consequences as ivory.
I have had some cases worn nearly three years, that remained the same as in the first hour they were made. Others, by the friction of the mouth and food, become slightly abraded at the edges; but never softened, never inherently offensive.
When any offensive odor does exist, it is from foul breath, want of cleanliness, or from diseased stumps, which the patient has refused to have extracted, (an operation, it is not in the least necessary to undergo, when gutta percha is used.) Experience, therefore, has fully answered the question of its purity. There is, however, one more advantage: even should it wear away, it does not spoil the case, since it can be replaced at one sitting, at any time, and that without in any way altering the old comfortable artificial teeth to which the mouth has become accustomed, and this can be repeated to any extent.
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